POPUP SPOT - Showcase of Finnish Puppet Theatre at
SAMPO Festival

SHOWCASE - PROGRAM

A Journey of Sounds - Puppet Theatre SAMPO

Gentle, surprising, funny sounds and melodies make objects sleeping on the stage come to life. Sound
is animpulse that creates a reaction. It can be a movement or a new sound. It can be a reflection or a
sigh of an object. The reactions created by sounds carry us from one mood to another. At the heart of
the performance is the dialogue between the audience, objects and sounds, which creates a shared
sound journey.

Location: Annantalo Arts Centre

Time: Wed 27.8. at 10:00, at 17:00 and Thu 28.8. at 10:00
Age recommendation: O+

Length: 35 min.

Language nonverbal

Price: €15

A Ball of String - The Bike theater (in collaboration with: Metropolitan
puppets)

Keralla (A Ball of String) is a rhytmical and colourful dive into friendship and the power of play and
crafts.Without words, this heartful performance takes the little ones and their adults on a journey full of
wool and everyday wonders. Combining clownery and puppetry, Keralld encourages one to think - and
feel - about love and humanity.

Location: Annantalo Arts Centre
Time: Thu 28.8.at 17:00

Age: recommendation 1+
Length: 30 min.

Language: nonverbal

Price: free

VSKNHA - Theatre Qo (in collaboration with: Metropolitan puppets)

After three days between four walls, the quarantined traveler scratches the surface of the map laid open on
the floor. Somewhere around the Gulf stream, he reaches VSKNHA, the aerial city that had long lost all its
vowels but one, long lost also the laws of gravity and of logic.

VSKNHA is a puppetry performance for young audiences and adults. It is a firework of imagination born
during the quarantine, a dadaist poem in the shape of a chain reaction.



Location: Diana Park

Time: Fri 29.8. at 17:30, at 18:00, at 18:30 and 19.00
Age recommendation: 1+

Length: 13 min.

Language: without words to be understood

Price: €10

Aimo Hugo - Unbelievable show

Aimo and Hugo are a clown duo driven by determination and belief that they can get through any
situation unscathed. The comedy of their act arises from the dynamic between the two. Their
contrasting energy levels bring life and spontaneity to every moment. Aimo and Hugo's sincerity and
engaging presence create an energy that reaches all the way to the audience.

"The Incredible Show" is a demonstration of two clowns’ mastery of presence, audience interaction,
physical comedy, and absurd twists.

Location: Annantalo Arts Centre
Time: Sat 30.8.at 17:00

Age recommendation: O+
Length: 7-10min.

Language: nonverbal

Price: free

Ceci n’est pas un couple - Ville Walo

There’s no couple consisting of two persons on stage, and we don’t see a real life relationship. Manipulation,
consent and identity take the stage. The performance grasps the current discussion about the hot topics of
human relationships and self-definition. The boundary between self and other is tested by acts of tenderness
and violence. Interaction is fictional and illusory in the solo performance.

When the performer handles a lifeless doll as his partner, we see how the boundary between two individuals
is drawn, crossed and dissolves. Selfhood is defined in relation to the partner, who is left with the role of a
beloved, fetishized or broken imaginary being. This virtuality is reflected also in how the images of the
performance have been modified using artificial intelligence. There’s always something inhumane, wrong or
excessive in them.

Location: WHS Theatre Union
Time: Wed 27.8. at 18:00

Age recommendation: 16+
Length: 50min.

Language: nonverbal

Price: €15



A small stage for poetry - Marja Nykanen

Marja Nykdinen, a Finnish puppeteer living in France, has also performed in Finland with water puppetry, a
form she has worked with for over twenty years. In addition, she has developed more intimate, small-scale
theatre inspired by poetry.

The performance now presented consists of three parts:

an excerpt from Toolo6nlahti, an excerpt from Lumisuus, and a selection of poems by Palestinian poet Maya
Abu al-Hayat, who lives in Jerusalem. The texts have been translated by Marja from the French versions by
Mohamed Kacimi (Nida Younis: Palestine en éclats, published by Al Manar, March 2025).

The techniques of paper theater, kamishibai, and shadow theater

Location: Pikku Sampo
Time: Wed 27.8. at 16:00
Age recommendation: 6+
Length: 20-30 min.
Language: Finnish

Price: €10

Wonders and Oddities - Theatre Tuomikko

A small girl’s diary from 1987 opens the door to a time when there was no internet, and even the phone was
plugged to the wall.

We played outside with our friends and explored the wonders of nature. Little Terhi wrote stories of these
adventures in her beloved diary, the surface of which was made of soft fabric. The key to the diary’s tiny lock
hung on the chain around her neck. When Terhi finds the diary decades later, she decides to bring the stories
to life so that the children of today can also enjoy them.

The aim of the performance is to inspire children to observe and explore nature as well as to help them
understand the wonders and diversity of nature. What an exciting world you can find when you lift up a
stone that has been in its place for a long time, or how much more life you can see on the forest path when
you squat down and observe it up close.

Location: Pikku Sampo

Time: Sun 31.8. at 14:00

Age: recommendation Ages 3to 10
Length: 30 min.

Language: Finnish

Price: €10

Leonardo’s flying monkeys - Puppet Theatre SAMPO

Have you ever wanted to learn to fly?



The genial inventor Leonardo has invented many interesting and special machines, also a flying machine.
This magical performance is inspired by the renaissance genius Leonardo da Vinci and it creates a unique
sound landscape and versatile visual world, where you find lots of intriguing inventions. The performance
derives its techniques from the traditional variety marionette theatre and visual ideas come from
steampunk. In the inventor’s workshop things are not always what they seem, and everything is possible.

Location: WHS Theatre Union
Time: Thu 28.8. at 19:30

Age recommendation: 3 +
Length: 45 min.

Language: nonverbal

Price: €15

The Bunny and the Miraculous Cloud - Puppet Theatre SAMPO

An endearing, sweet story about a bunnyand a wonderful cloud. The bunny has a lot of fun things to
do and tasty things to eat - but one day the bunny is no longer interested in anything. What's wrong
with the rabbit, do we need a little magic?

Inspired by Margaret Wise Browns book, the dramatization features cute little animal puppets,
rhymes, songs and live music.

Location Pikku Sampo
Time Fri 29.8. at 10:00
Age recommendation 2 +
Length 35 min

Language nonverbal
Price: €10

Pohjatar - The Queen of the Underworld - Erika Malkki

Strong and empathic solo performance about finding one’s own strength.

POHJATAR is a performance about feminine power. It embraces femininity by telling the story of Louhi from
the perspective of women. Louhi is a mythological matriarch from Finnish folklore. She is the ruler of death
and destruction and has multiple counterparts in different cultures all over the world. In Pohjatar physical
expression and visuality intertwine into a scenic metaphor, spiced up with puppetry and a touch of black
humour.

The world of Pohjatar is built from paper, a strong, yet fragile material where life has left heavy stains and
marinated memories. Pohjatar is a multi-layered performance that interprets bodily selfautonomy and
infertility. Above all, it is a story of daring to rise beyond the given part and where the courage to take over
one’s own story and life comes to the spotlight. Pohjatar finds light in the shadows, joy in the sorrow and
consolation in the desolation.

Loction: WHS Theatre Union
Time: Sat 30.8. at 18:00
Age recommendation: 13+, For adults



Length: 65 min.
Language: nonverbal
Price: €15

Flora Humanum - Erika Malkki

Flora Humanum is a partly improvised solo performance that blends abstract performance art and
contemporary dance with physical expression and modern puppet theatre. It explores humanity’s search for
flourishing and portrays the attempt to break free from the burdens that weigh down the self and cause a
stooped posture. Flora Humanum is a gentle manifesto of sensitivity.

Location: Annantalo Arts Centre

Time: Sun 31.8.at 11:00

Age recommendation: adults and young (but suitable for all ages)
Length: 35 min.

Language: nonverbal

Price: free

The Boy and the Raven

The Boy and the Raven takes place in a far-away city where airplanes fly over, soldiers march between the
buildings and a young boy lives all by himself. Missing his lost parents, the boy spends his time wandering
around the city and trying to stay away from danger until one day, a raven falls down from the sky. The boy
takes the raven home and looks dafter the injured bird. Little by little, friendship and trust develop between
the two of them, even without a common language.

Location Pikku Sampo
Time Sat 30.8. at 11:00
Age recommendation 5 +
Length 30min

Language nonverbal
Price: €15



